The study herein presents brief characterizations and a new identification key for some Acaridides (43 species) collected from different habitats in upper Egypt during 1993 to 2003 in addition to a new species. The present key of the Acaridides hypopi is a blending of both keys illustrated by Eraky, 1997 (for 16 histiostomatid species pertaining to 6 genera) and Eraky, 2000 (for 26 histiostomatid and acaridid species belonging to 12 genera). While, Eraky (1990) erected an identification key for all histiostomatid genera, the present work is a continuity of the collecting activity of the first author. Samples were collected from manure and dunghills (Assiut and Sohag Governorates), planted onion and garlic, potato tubers, pomegranate and date fruits, uprooted banana suckers and rodent burrows (Assiut Governorate) ; nests of termites (Aswan, Qena and New Valley Governorates) and skin of dead animals (El-Minia governorate). The identification key is simple and easy to understand and the diagnosis is in most cases based on genera and species. A new mite species, extracted from nests of termites in Qena Governorate, is described and illustrated.
INTRODUCTION
Mites of Acaridida are among the most successful arthropods to exploit spatial and temporally restricted habitats. Dispersal between habitat patches is affected by phoretic association between the specialized deutonymphs of the Acaridida mites and the host which may be either another arthropod or a vertebrate (OC'onnor, 1982, and Houck and OC'onnor, 1991) . About half of the known species of the Acaridida group consists of the permanent parasites of insects, birds, mammals, including species of considerable medical and veterinary importance such as scabies and housedust allergy mites. Knowledge of the morphology and the systematic of the group is still in a relatively early stage of development, most non-parasitic species have been described from either the adults or the dispersing deutonymphs, but not both. With the exception of some group of mammalian ectoparasites, relatively few species have been described from any group of Acaridida mites in most areas of the world, especially in Egypt. The only studies of Acaridida mites which attempted to describe an entire local fauna (Germany) were the companion studies of the family: Histiostomatidae (= Anoetidae Oudemans,19o4) 'by Scheucher (1959) and Family: Tyroglyphidae by Turk and Turk (1959) and the systematic studies of the Acaridida fauna of North America by OC'onner (1989; 1991) and OC'onnor and Houck (1989) . Many species pertaining to this group were recorded in Upper Egypt by Eraky (1993 Eraky ( , 1994 Eraky ( a & b, 1997 Eraky ( , 1998 Eraky ( , 1999a Eraky ( ,b & c and 2000 and Shoker (1993 and 1994) . On the other side, an accumulated knowledge concerning the Acaridides fauna in Egypt is extremely poor as compared with the other group of mites, many points concerning to this group are questionable. However, several taxa were found to be new and several morphological characteristics were described. Superchort Acaridides contains the species of economic importance, utilizes a wide range of food including grain, fishmeal and substances containing sugars (e.g. dried fruits) but the large number of acaridid species associated with these materials and relatively few can be considered as an important pests (Hughes, 1976) . Although the Acaridida mite is comparatively small as compared with the other groups of mites, it is nevertheless one of the most successful group of animal on earth, through their unique methods of dispersal, omnivorous food habits and phenomenal rate of reproduction. This group includes the economically important families, of which some cause mange and scabies in domestic animals, a number of families include parasites and commensals of mammals and birds, and those associated with stored products. In addition to infesting food, certain species also live in human habitats where they are found in damp situations favoring the growth of fungi upon which they feed. Members of one family, commonly referred to as house dust mites, are of considerable medical importance in being the causative agents of a topic asthma and rhinitis; the allergens being present in their fecal pallets. The majority of species are living as saprophytic and fungivores in soil, litter, debris and organic manure. Others can be found on different economical plants, causing injury to plant directly by feeding, or by transmitting various disease agents (Zakhvatkin, 1941; Baker and Wharton, 1952; Scheucher, 1959; Hughes & Jackson, 1958 and Hughes, 1961 . Hypopus in this group is a succeeding stage both in dispersal and behavior, highly resistant to environmental stress. Some are adapted for dispersal by phoresy; in most cases phoretic on insects by having attachment organs in the form of sucker-plate (Zakhvatkin, 1941; Griffiths, 1977; Houck & OConnor 1991; OConnor, 1994 and Kettle, 1995) . Study on the Acaridida has received the attention of several authors (viz., Samsinak, 1957 ,1962 a & b,1966 Griffits, 1960 Mahunka, 1961 a & b, 1962 a & b, 1963 a & b, 1964 ,1968 , 1969 a & b, 1972 a, b, c, 1974 a & b, 1975 a & b, 1976 , 1978 a, b, c & d, 1979 ,1981 , and 1982 a & b and Mahunka and Eraky 1987 Woodring, 1963; 1969 and OC'onnor, 1982 , 1984a & b, 1989 , 1991 Fain, 1967 to 1984 Eraky, 1993 to 2000 , Eraky and Shoker, 1993 and Abdel-Sater and Eraky, 2002 in upper Egypt and others).
Description of the new species
Acotyledon ahmadi sp.n.
Measurements: Length : 240-257 m & Width: 136-175 µm. (Fig.1) . Body approximately elongate, ovoid in its shape, propodosoma ( Fig.3 ) comparatively triangular in its outline, its surface smooth. Both pairs of dorsal setae of propodosoma long and thick; inner one longer and standing somewhat anteriorly to the outer pair. Setae (Sex) long, robust and curved and originating anterolaterally to scapular setae (Sci). Dorsosejugal region ornamented with transverse ines. Entire notogastral surface similarly smooth; the posterior part ornamented with scarce granulae. Notogastral setae long and thick.
Dorsum
Ventrum (Fig.2) . Infracapitulum of gnathosoma ( Fig.3) 
Remarks:
The new species stands very near to Acotyledon lamiai Eraky, 1998 (Fig. 10-16) collected from the nests of termites El-Kharga Oasis, New Valley, Egypt and may be distinguished from it by the following characters:
lamiai Eraky, 1998 ahmadi sp.n. 
Key of 43 Acaridides species Collected from different habitats in Upper Egypt
The present study includes an identification key for 43 Acaridides mite species (Table 1) belonging to 2 families and 15 genera, based on the morphological characters of the hypopial stage.
(Drawings of all species are presented in Eraky 1994 a&b, 97, 98, 99 a, b&c, and 2000 a & 1 (67) All legs long and tapering, the two hind pairs of legs being directed forward ...Family: Histiostomatidae 2 (50) Epimeres I and III with well-developed normal suckers or cups; sensory setae of leg I normal developed, shorter than entire tarsus.
(55)
All legs with well-developed claws; dorsosejugal region with sculpture consists of transversal lines, ribs or striations.
4(61)
No oval field on the anterolateral region of the notogaster, surface of notogaster smooth, without any sculpture. 40(38) Suctorial plate normal in shape and size, standing not far from the posterior body margin; inner scapular setae at the same length of the outer ones and originating infront of them.
41(39)
Apodemes III and the straight sejugal apodemes well-separated; the latter slightly arched medially, and laterally straight with three teeth on each side; propodosomatic surface with scattered granules; h yster osomati c sur fa ce cover ed with elongat ed al veol i la t erall y an d m a cula e m edia ll y .. .
Histiostoma egyptiacum Eraky and Shoker, 1993a
42 (44) Surface of propodosoma ornamented with transverse lines laterally and short rugae medially; dorsosejugal region and surface of hysterosoma covered with regular and longitudinal lines decurrent parallel along the surface; propodosomatic setae short, at the same length, originating along a common line up and parallel the dorsosejugal suture. 
71(82)
Tarsi of legs III and IV long and thin, normally forming a right angle with the rest of the leg, infracapitulum of gnathosoma normal, longer than wide, its surface smooth.
72(75)
Tarsi of legs I to IV with 2 spoon-shaped setae each, infracapitulum of gnathosoma short, hardly longer than wide. 
